CLAIR LEWIS
 
(AKA Dennis Queen, or De for short) is National Convenor and the main public face of Consenting Adult Action Network, which is now two years old.  She’s a seasoned grassroots disabled activist involved in the disabled people’s movement, who burst suddenly into the UK sexuality rights arena to support existing activism during the last lap of the extreme porn law’s debates when other activists' awareness raising finally hit home and she became more concerned and angry about what the future might hold than she used to be about being outed. 
 
As an out and proud pansexual, who is also genderqueer, actively polyamorous and practicing BDSM, with many campaign skills to offer, De became the obvious figurehead for CAAN's inclusive network fighting for equality in relation to sexual diversity amongst all consenting adults. De deals with organising protests and other actions, talking to the media and the public about CAAN’s campaigning, networking, taking part in community education by running workshops, as well as supporting, finding advisors and signposting people who have been harassed, attacked, or discriminated against because of their sexuality, alternative relationship style, or intimate interests and practices.
 
WHAT IS CAAN?
 
CAAN is a growing grassroots network of individuals and organisations fighting for the freedom of consenting adults to express their sexuality. We are against all laws that create harmless criminals for committing victimless crimes, which are simply about sexual choices. Hundreds of people have been involved as volunteers in CAAN either doing activism, by donating transport money to protestors to get to street actions, by giving us resources, or as supporters -  doing scores of other jobs which make our actions and presence possible. Everyone involved is part of the CAAN network.
 
WHAT HAVE CAAN BEEN DOING?
 
· CAAN’s work is traceable back to an idea from Angela at an SM Dykes meeting when discussing how the extreme porn law looked likely to go through, inclusive of banning swathes of consensually made images, involving consenting adults. Via internet rousing and attending events with piles of part written letters for finishing and stamped addressed envelopes, De and other pitched in to increase the vote in our favour by encouraging people to send letters as requested by Backlash UK, who had been lobbying on this issue. By the time of the next Lords debate a handful of activists helped submit hundreds of letters from individuals. At the final vote, there was a 50% increase of support, but it was still lost and personal possession of extreme pornography, including those images which feature consenting adults engaging in perfectly legal acts, became an offence in England, N. Ireland and Wales in January 2009.
 
· A protest at Parliament was called by John Chew, in May 2008 for the day the extreme porn ban received royal assent, De supported this call in practical ways utilising her experiences organising protests, while others also got involved to organise, spread the word, make banners, print & write leaflets or turn up on the day at just a couple of weeks notice. On the day of the protest CAAN was officially named and formed as many people agreed we wanted to continue to protest and take grassroots action around sexuality and rights in a wide sense as well as regarding the extreme porn ban.
 
· De had a talk with Peter Tatchell for tips on direction at this stage in a tiny UK movement where so many in the concerned communities and scenes are afraid of being outed. Peter said a major problem with alternative sexuality related campaigning so far is, despite some excellent lobbying in relevant places, most of the UK public don’t know about it – that we need to raise public awareness in order to bust myths and gain support, at the same time as working on building a critical mass of concerned people behind the scenes. This is the role we have tried to fill with CAAN, building solid relationships with people in the press, such as at The Independent and The Register as well as being available to people in alternative sexuality communities /scenes.
 
· We started a collection of extreme pornographic evidence, which we took to regional police forces and Association of Chief Police Officers asking for advice about which images would be illegal, as the law is so vague. – police couldn’t tell us and ACPO refused to communicate with us, including when we turned up at their offices.
 
· More people got on board at the management, behind-the scenes writing and administration and we created the CAAN website http://www.caan.org.uk/ and a positive statement about sexual equality for all consenting adults as a point of focus to organise around. Statement supporters include Porn stars Buck Angel and Cristian Torrent, activist Peter Tatchell, musician Tom Robinson, activist Tuppy Owens, visual artist Ben Westwood, various Lords and politicians, Author Gloria Brame, visual artist and activist Del LaGrace Volcano.
 
· We demonstrated again in October 2008 and were besieged by press because we took Ben with us, son of fashion designer Vivienne Westwood, and models Jade and Dolly.. all chained up for a trot around Parliament. It was a brilliant day for us, which finally got a counter argument in the popular media. We have consequently talked to the press rather a lot and seen unprecedented coverage of related issues over the last 12-18 months.
 
· We have leafleted at Labour Party conference and joined in with an Equality and Human Rights Commission meeting, which opened discussions with Trevor Phillips about equality for all consenting adults.
 
· We wrote to the Equality and Human Rights Commission. We asked them to support our demand that all people deserve equality in matters relating to sex and intimate or loving relationships between consenting adults. They demanded evidence that anyone other than bisexual or homosexual people were experiencing discrimination and we’re about to release some of that evidence, soon after we’ll deliver the entire evidence collection to EHRC. See the book we’ve published which features some of this evidence as well as a radical model relating to sexuality rights, written by journalist John Ozimek, now known as Jane Fae, who has documented our campaign through every stage..http://www.caan.org.uk/beyond.html .
 
· We will continue to collect evidence of discrimination on an ongoing basis, so if you have a story to tell us, which will remain anonymous to all except ourselves, please get in touch via info@caan.org.uk
 
· We have run many workshops about activism and rights within the alternative sexuality scene/s and also at the Convention on Modern Liberty in 2009.
 
· We’ve been spreading the word about laws against consenting adults’ sexual choices and leafleted groups and events around the country and deal with, or signposting countless enquiries about the laws and requests for support and advice following harassment or discrimination.
 
· CAAN has formed relationships with various organisations such as English Collection of Prostitutes,  Backlash, Sexual Freedom Coalition, International Union of Sex Workers, SM Dykes.
 
· CAAN is proud to be the only pansexual organisation winning an award for Best Website at the Gay Sex and Fetish Awards in 2008.
 
· We demonstrated on the eve of the enforcement of the Kinky porn ban, with Ben Westwood, Peter Tatchell, Mr Leather Europe (porn star Paul Stag) and members of Backlash and Spanner Trust. Our national convenor, now we had finally got ourselves on the map, was begged by the BBC to appear on the news the next night to provide a counter argument and inform researchers exactly what the law would involve without the spin. For once this meant the information was detailed and accurate.
 
· CAAN are slowly building a presence in Scotland to speak out against sex-negative legislation. CAAN Scotland has submitted evidence to the Scottish Parliament regarding the extreme pornography bill and the amendments to criminalise buying sexual services. Representatives have met with civil servants, Patrick Harvie MSP, and attended a forum on prostitution. CAAN Scotland has also been in the Scotsman newspaper commenting on extreme pronography. CAAN Scotland has helped people to send copies of "Dances With Werewolves" by Niki Flynn to MSPs and has distributed hundreds of flyers about the extreme porn bill around Scotland. Contact CAAN Scotland's rep Becky Dwyer if you'd like some flyers of your own to distribute. 
 
· Once our book is released we’ll be taking further street actions relating to legalised state sanctioned discrimination against people with alternative sexualities and relationship styles.
 
 
· We are especially proud to be an inclusive network with a strong focus on providing opportunities for people to get involved in taking action, including from home, or away from the public eye – there are many ways to join in campaigning and supporting the network and all consenting adults are welcome in CAAN.
 
HOW CAN YOU JOIN IN?
 
Do get in touch with us via our email info@caan.org.uk – utilise your skills, expertise or energy.. ally with us; or sign up for our newsletter; read our blog and join in our campaigns; buy our book so we can save up for a decent banner; send us discrimination evidence if you have been harassed, abused or discriminated against due to your alternative sexuality or relationship style; join in the Scotland campaign and see if we can stop the extreme pornography ban on images featuring consenting adults coming in there; share your skills or ability to give advice on relevant matters; think of a way you know you could help us, or just support what we’re doing by signing up to our statement of principles, as follows:
 
"We believe in the right of consenting adults to make their own sexual choices, in respect of what they do, see and enjoy alone or with other consenting adults, unhindered and unfettered by government."
"We believe that it is not the business of government to intrude into the sex lives of consenting adults."
Sign up here: http://www.caan.org.uk/sign.php

